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PRESS RELEASE
MOHAMMED SAMI: HOSTLESS
October 3,2026 — January 3,2027

Opening;: Friday, October 2, 2026, 7 pm
Press preview: Thursday, October 1,2026,11.30 am

Fridericianum, Kassel

In his new body of work Hostless, Mohammed Sami focuses predominantly on internal spaces. The
paintings become a site for mnemonic processes, mental operations in which abstraction falters
and something unsettling begins to seep through. Rooms become spectral containers, holding the
residue of events that agreed to stay unnamed despite of the availability of the crime evidence.
These interiors are literal in their unease yet evasive in meaning, trembling with a physicality that
painting, as a practice, refuses to fully define or contain. Objects behave as floating signifiers,
denoting an absent violence or a memory made consumable only through distance. The formal
language in his new paintings allow the ‘horror’ to become an optional element for viewers, not

performed, but quietly endured, revealed through the stubborn materiality of what remains.

The Fridericianum presents the first institutional exhibition of Sami’s work in Germany. It is being
realized in cooperation with the Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst (S.M.A.K.) in Ghent and

Moderna Museet Malmd, which will present the artist’s work in 2027 and 2028.
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Sami has previously had critically acclaimed solo exhibitions at KM21 in The Hague (2025),
Douglas Hyde Gallery in Dublin (2025), Blenheim Art Foundation in Woodstock (2024),
Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo in Turin (2024), Camden Art Centre in London (2023),
and De La Warr Pavilion in Bexhill-on-Sea (2023). He has participated in group exhibitions at,
among others, Moderna Museet Stockholm (2026), the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los
Angeles (2025), the Museum of Modern Art in New York (2024), Carnegie Museum of Art in
Pittsburgh (2022), Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art in Nagoya (2022), and Whitechapel Gallery
in London (2022). His paintings are held in numerous international collections, including the Art
Institute of Chicago, Musée National d’Art Moderne — Centre Pompidou in Paris, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Museum of Modern Art in New York, and Tate in
London. For his exhibition Affer the Storm at the Blenheim Art Foundation, he was nominated for

the Turner Prize in 2025.

On the occasion of the exhibition Host/ess, the Fridericianum, in cooperation with the Stedelijk
Museum voor Actuele Kunst (S.M.A.K.) and Moderna Museet Malmé, will publish a monograph

on the artist.

The exhibition at the Fridericianum is being realized with the generous support of

The Nixon Foundation, AMA Venezia, and The Garcia Family Foundation.



FRIDERICIANVM
e 060 0 0 0

EXHIBITION BIOGRAPHY

Mohammed Sami
Born 1984 in Baghdad, Iraq

Lives and works in London, Great Britain

EDUCATION

2018 Master of Fine Art, Goldsmiths College, University of London, London, Great Britain
2016 BA (Hons) Fine Art, Ulster University, Belfast, Great Britain
2005 Higher Diploma in Painting and Drawing, The Institute of Fine Arts, Baghdad, Iraq

AWARDS AND HONORS

2025

Shortlisted artist, Turner Prize, Tate Britain, London, Great Britain

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION)

2026

2025

2024

2023

2022
2013
2012
2006
2005
1999

Hostless, Fridericianum, Kassel, Germany
Vicious Circles, Modern Art, Paris, France
Fire Exit, KM21, The Hague, The Netherlands
To Whom It May Concern, Douglas Hyde Gallery of Contemporary Art, Trinity College, Dublin,
Ireland
After the Storm, Blenheim Art Foundation at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, Great Britain
Isthmus, Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, Italy
Muzzle of Time, Luhring Augustine, New York, USA
The Point 0, Camden Art Centre, London, Great Britain; De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill-On-Sea,
Great Britain
Mobammed Sami, Modern Art, London, Great Britain
Mobammed Sami, JAMM Art Gallery, Kuwait, Iraq
Case of Emergency, Galleri Dag Andersson, Norrkoping, Sweden
Mobammed Sami, Al Khanji Gallery, Aleppo, Syria
Mohammed Sami, Alwasity Gallery, Iraqi Ministry of Culture, Baghdad, Iraq
Mobammed Sami, University of Baghdad, Iraq
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GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION)

2025

2024

2023
2022

2021

2020

2018

2011
2010
2006

Diary of Flowers: Artists and their Worlds, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, USA
News from the Near Future: 30 Years of Fondazione Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Fondazione Sandretto
Re Rebaudengo & Museo Nazionale dell’ Automobile, Turin, Italy

Turner Prize 2025, Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford, Great Britain

Ensemble, The Perimeter, London, Great Britain

AMA Collection, AMA Venezia, Venice, Italy

MASA + Lubring Augustine, MASA Galerfa, Mexico City, Mexico
Le monde comme il va, Bourse de Commerce — Pinault Collection, Paris, France

The Shape of Things: Still Life in Britain, Pallant House Gallery, Chichester, Great Britain

Paris, Modern Art, Paris, France

Ghostscript, Modern Art, London, Great Britain

Is it morning for you yet?, 58th Carnegie International, Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, USA
The London Open 2022, Whitechapel Gallery, London, Great Britain

Necessity, Gallery Magnus Karlsson, Stockholm, Sweden

Still Alive, Aichi Triennale, Aichi Arts Center, Nagoya, Japan

Homeplace, V.O Curations-Mayfair, London, Great Britain

Mixing It Up: Painting Today, Hayward Gallery, London, Great Britain

There Is Always Light, Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre, University of Warwick, Coventry,
Great Britain

Towner International, Towner Eastbourne Museum, Eastbourne, Great Britain

Stilla liv(Still Life), Galleri Magnus Karlsson, Gotland, Sweden

Timeout, Patrick Heide Contemporary Gallery, London, Great Britain

Bloomberg New Contemporaries, Liverpool Biennial, Liverpool School of Art & Design, Liverpool
John Moores University, Liverpool, Great Britain; South London Gallery, London, Great Britain
The Sea is the Limit, York Art Gallery, York, Great Britain; Virginia Commonwealth University
School of the Arts, Doha, Qatar

The Culture Night of Norrkiping City, Norrképing Art Museum, Norrkoping, Sweden

Salon d’Automne 2010, Paris, France

The Iraqi National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad, Iraq
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PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Arts Council Collection, London, Great Britain

Art Institute of Chicago, USA

Astrup Fearnley Museet, Oslo, Norway

Buffalo AKG Museum, Buffalo, USA

Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, USA

Christen Sveaas Collection, London, Great Britain

Des Moines Art Center, Des Moines, USA

Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, USA

The Government Art Collection, London, Great Britain

He Art Museum (HEM), Foshan, Guangdong, China

ICA Miami, Miami, USA

Imperial War Museum, London, Great Britain

K11 Art Foundation, Hong Kong, China

Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, USA
Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebak, Denmark
MAMCO Geneva (Musée d’art moderne et contemporain), Geneva, Switzerland
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA

Modern Art Museum of Forth Worth, Fort Worth, USA
Moderna Museet, Stockholm, Sweden

Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Musée National d’Art Moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, USA
Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA

Pallant House Gallery, Chichester, Great Britain

Pinault Collection, Paris, France

Rollins Museum of Art, Winter Park, USA

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, USA
Tate, London, Great Britain

York Art Gallery, York, Great Britain
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LIST OF WORKS AND FLOOR PLAN

Mohammed Sami: The Basement, 2025
Mixed media on linen

290 x 349 cm

Private collection

Mohammed Sami: Death of Wall, 2025
Mixed media on linen

290 x 230 cm

Private collection

Mohammed Sami: The Front Window, 2024

Mixed media on linen

165 x 150 cm

Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New York

Mohammed Sami: Fragile, Handle With Care, 2025

Mixed media on linen

290 x 545 cm

Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New York

Mohammed Sami: Emotional Home, 2024
Mixed media on linen

289,6 x 379,5 cm

ASOM Collection

Mohammed Sami: 7he Land of Nothing, 2025

Mixed media on linen

292 x 556 cm

Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New York

Mohammed Sami: Emotional House, 2024
Mixed media on linen

289,5x 378 cm

Collection of Danielle and Matthew Greenblatt

Mohammed Sami: Hostless, 2024
Mixed media on linen

289 x 573 cm

Private collection
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Mohammed Sami: View of Free Clouds, 2025
Mixed media on linen

230 %290 cm

Collection of the artist

Mohammed Sami: Unfinished Welcome, 2025
Mixed media on linen
291,5 %593 cm

Private collection

Mohammed Sami: Ten Siblings, 2025
Mixed media on linen
105 x 584 cm

_ Collection of Aishti Foundation, Beirut, Lebanon

10
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS

Exhibition opening
Mohammed Sami: Hostless
Friday, October 2, 2026, 7 pm

The Fridericianum is delighted to invite you and your friends to the opening of the exhibition Host/ess by

Mohammed Sami, and to celebrate this special occasion together in relaxed atmosphere with drinks and
snacks from the café as well as musical entertainment by DJs (b)engel and habian666.

Admission is free on the evening of the opening,. No registration is required.

Children's vernissage
Mohammed Sami: Hostless
Friday, October 2, 2026, 5.30-7 pm

The Fridericianum invites children and their accompanying adults to an exclusive exhibition opening ahead

of the official celebrations: Guided by the art education team, they explore the new exhibition by
Mohammed Sami. Using activity cards, the young visitors explore the artist’s impressive works and discover
mysterious, abandoned places. Afterward, they have the opportunity to step into the role of artists
themselves in the Studiowerkstatt to explore their personal memories and express them through their own
works of art.

Ideal age: 6—12 years. Admission to the children's vernissage is free.

No registration is required. Drop in and out at any time.

Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Additional guided tour on German Unity Day
Saturday, October 3, 2026, 3—4 pm
On German Unity Day, the exhibitions and the café are open. The art education team offers an additional

guided tour of the exhibition Hostless by Mohammed Sami on that day.
The costs for the tour are included in the entrance fee. No registration is required.
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Special guided tour

Organizing an exhibition: How does it work?
Mohammed Sami: Hostless

Thursday, October 8, 2026, 6.30-7.30 pm

For Mohammed Sami’s exhibition Host/ess, walls were rebuilt, windows were blacked out, and large canvases

found their way into the Fridericianum in various ways. The special guided tour, led by Luise von Nobbe
(Curator, Fridericianum), Justin Delor (Curatorial Assistant, Fridericianum), Larissa Hiittenhein (Deputy
Head of Production and Technical Department), and Annika Immisch (Coordinator Production and
Technical Department), offers the participants a glimpse into the exciting process behind the setup process
of the exhibition.

The exhibition is open until 8 pm, and the café until 9 pm.

Admission is free. No registration required.

Artist talk with Mohammed Sami
Thursday, October 15,2026, 7 pm

The conversation between Mohammed Sami and Luise von Nobbe (Curator, Fridericianum) focuses on the

exhibition Hostless. Together, they will discuss the role of painting in registering what remains unpainted,
and the painting as an index of what is absent, withheld, or beyond representation. Sami will share insights
into the making of Hostless and central questions that inform his artistic practice. The conversation will be
held in English.

Admission is free. No registration is required.

Guided tour of Mohammed Sami‘s exhibition Hostless
With Joa Ljungberg (Curator, Exhibitions, Moderna Museet Malmo)
Tuesday, December 15,2026, 5 pm

Joa Ljungberg (Curator, Exhibitions, Moderna Museet Malmo) will lead a tour of the exhibition Hostless

and share her perspective on Mohammed Sami’s work. In September 2027, she will curate the exhibition at
Moderna Museet Malmo, where it will travel from Kassel via the Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst
(S.M.AK.) in Ghent.

The costs for the tour are included in the entrance fee.

No registration is required, but places are limited.
The tour will be held in English.



FRIDERICIANVM
e 060 0 0 0

Guided phone tour ,,Culture on Call“
Mohammed Sami: Hostless

Sunday, December 20, 2026, 4-5 pm
On the occasion of Mohammed Sami’s exhibition, the Fridericianum is once again offering the tour format

“Culture on Call”. Anyone interested is invited to participate in a one-hour guided tour of the show by
phone from home. Sami’s large-scale paintings defy a single definite interpretation. Rather, the mysterious
depictions of empty spaces evoke memories and emotions. Viewers can only sense the former presence of
people through subtle clues; the people themselves are never visible. Often, bright light streams in and casts
shadows. Everyday scenes appear both unfamiliar and familiar at the same time. The guided phone tour
highlights these characteristic features in Sami’s work, explores the visualization of memories, and creates a
space for shared reflection and discussion.

Here's how it works: The participants receive the access information and comfortably dial in from home on
the day of the event. The tour is being hosted by a moderator. During the tour, the participants' speakers are
turned off. The phone line are opened for questions and exchange occasionally.

Registration via www.beianrufkultur.de as well as by phone under 040 209 404 36

Participation is free of charge.

Creative workshop for adults: The shadows of a memory
Saturday, November 14, 2026, 3-5 pm

Inspired by Mohammed Sami’s exhibition Hostless, the participants explore personal memories and the

traces people leave behind. An object that each attendee brings with them serves as the starting point for a
creative process: Using the cyanotype process, a photographic image is created, which is then further
developed with text, color, and drawing. From the object’s imprint, a unique space of memory takes shape.
Personal stories are translated into an image, and something new emerges from a memory.

Workshop fee: 5 Euro per person

Registration via education@fridericianum.org

Participants are asked to bring an item associated with a personal memory.

Family day: Interwoven memories
Sunday, December 6,2026,11 am—1 pm
Inspired by the works of Mohammed Sami, the participants explore ways to visualize memories and

emotions. Using various materials, they create small woven pictures that capture and express the
atmosphere in the room and individual moods. The result is a series of colorful, personal visual spaces in
which memories and emotions are interwoven.

Target audience: Families, children aged 5 and up. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Workshop fee: 5 Euro per child. Registration via education@fridericianum.org

-11-
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REGULAR PROGRAMS

Studiowerkstatt
Every Saturday, 11 am—1 pm

Every Saturday, the Fridericianum Studiowerkstatt opens for small and tall visitors, aged five and upwards:
Those interested are invited to get inspired by the exhibitions, work creatively together and make their own
art.

Admission is free. No registration is required, drop in and out at any time. Children must be accompanied
by an adult.

Public guided tours
Every Wednesday, 5-6 pm & every Sunday, 3—4 pm

The art education team takes the visitors on a guided tour of the current Fridericianum exhibitions and
projects. Information on the respective thematic focus can be found in the event calender.

The costs for the tours are included in the entrance fee. No registration is required.

Curator-led tour
Wednesday, December 2, 2026, 5—6 pm with Luise von Nobbe (Curator, Fridericianum)

Luise von Nobbe (Curator, Fridericianum) invites guests to discover the exhibition Host/ess by Mohammed

Sami together with her.
Admission is free. No registration required.

F wie Feierabend
Thursday, October 29, 2026, 6.30-9 pm
Thursday, November 26,2026, 6.30-9 pm

On the last Thursday of every month, the Fridericianum invites you to art, drinks, and encounters.

Information on the respective thematic focus can be found in the event calender on the Fridericianum
website.

The café stays open until 9 pm, the exhibition until 8 pm.

Admission is free. No registration required.

More events and details can be found on the Fridericianum website.



https://fridericianum.org/calendar/
https://fridericianum.org/calendar/
https://fridericianum.org/veranstaltungen-6/
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LIST OF PRESS IMAGES AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD

Mohammed Sami: The Basement, 2025
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: The Basement (Detail), 2025
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Emotional House, 2024
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Emotional House (Detail), 2024
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Hostless, 2024
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: 7he Front Window, 2024
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York
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Mohammed Sami: Fragile, Handle With Care, 2025
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Death of Wall, 2025

Photo: Modern Art

© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Death of Wall (Detail), 2025

Photo: Modern Art

© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: 7he Land of Nothing, 2025

Photo: Modern Art

© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: 7he Land of Nothing (Detail), 2025

Photo: Modern Art

© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: Unfinished W elcome, 2025
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York

Mohammed Sami: View of Free Clouds, 2025
Photo: Modern Art
© Mohammed Sami

Courtesy the artist; Modern Art, London & Paris; Luhring Augustine, New
York
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Mohammed Sami: 7he Basement, 2025

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: Death of Wall, 2025 & The Basement, 2025
(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: 7he Front Window, 2024

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: The Front Window, 2024; Fragile, Handle With
Care, 2025 & Death of Wall, 2025

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: 7he Land of Nothing, 2025 & Ten Siblings, 2025
(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: Emotional Home, 2024

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH
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Mohammed Sami: Emotional House, 2024

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: Ten Siblings, 2025

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: View of Free Clouds, 2025

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH

Mohammed Sami: Hostless, 2024

(Installation view Fridericianum, Kassel, 2026)

Photo: Andrea Rossetti

© Mohammed Sami, documenta und Museum Fridericianum gGmbH
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CONTRIBUTORS

Curatorial Team:

Justin Michael Delor, Luise von Nobbe & Moritz Wesseler

Art Education:
Linda Heiiveldop, Alena Nawrotzki, Olena Nikolaienko & Lara Pigorsch

Event Management:

Elsa Forderer & Elias Lepper

Art Educators:
Zaki Al-Maboren, Max Hauschild, Roland Knieg, Florian Pfaar, Paula Sander, Susanne Stein,
Johan Steinmetz & Karoline Zorbas

Production & Technical Department:
Martin Fokken, Larissa Hiittenhein, Annika Immisch, Christina Lindner & Johanna Riiskamp

Event & Time-Based Media Technology:
Christoph Huntzinger & Almahdi Rajeha

Communications:

Lea Roth & Carina Wolf

PA to the Director:
Lisa Erpel

Inhouse Technicians:

Karsten Dietrich, René Frank, Kristijan Miji¢ & Robert Redel

Art Handling;
Florian Dresing, Phineas Ebner, Udo Giese, Christian Kiister, Chris ,,Cross“ Lachmund, Walter

Peter, Torben Rose & Knut Sippel
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SERVICE INFORMATION

CONTACT
Fridericianum
Friedrichsplatz 18
34117 Kassel

T +4956170727-20

info@fridericianum.org

www.fridericianum.org

Instagram / Facebook

#fridericianum #mohammedsami #hostless

OPENING HOURS
Tue-Sun & public holidays 11 am—6 pm & Thu 11 am-8 pm

ADMISSION

6 Euro, reduced 4 Euro

Free admission on Wednesdays

Free admission for children and under 18s
Groups (10 or more) 4 Euro p. p.

Free admission for students with Kulturticket
Students and trainees 2 Euro

Free admission for school groups (by prior appointment)

PRESS CONTACT
Communications Fridericianum
Carina Wolf

T +49 561 70727-3016

press@fridericianum.org
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